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Introduction to Children’s WWII fiction



15 WWII fiction titles

1) Lion and the Unicorn
2) Carrie’s War
3) Whistling in the Dark
4) The Emergency Zoo
5) Goodnight Mister Tom
6) Our Castle by the Sea
7) Blitzcat
8) Rose Blanche
9) My Secret War Diary
10) The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
11) When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit
12) Letters from the Lighthouse
13) Wave me Goodbye
14) Friend or Foe
15) Time Train to the Blitz



Activity 1 – Match the synopsis to the 
Book Cover

There are 15 synopsis (see slides 4-6). Can you 
match them up to the book covers (see slide 2)?

Write the number of the book cover next to 
each letter!

A) ____    B) _____  C) ______  D) ______

E) ____    F)  _____  G) ______  H) ______

I) _____   J)  _____   K) ______   L) _______

M)  ______   N)  _____  O) ______



A) She made her way down the cliff, and on to the beach. At the edge of the waves, she stopped, shaking her wet 
paws. She knew that somewhere ahead was her person, but far, far away. She meowed plaintively; stood staring at 
the moving blur of uncrossable sea. She led the way to safety, out of the blazing hell of blitzed Coventry. People 
touched her for luck; feared her as an omen of disaster. Wherever she went, she changed lives...

B) A gripping time-slip story with a World War Two setting plunges two children into an exciting adventure when 
they climb aboard a mysterious train and find themselves transported back to London at the time of the Blitz. Soon 
Joe and Scarlett find themselves on a desperate mission to save the life of Alfie whose home is blown to 
smithereens by a bomb.

C) Liverpool, 1940: thirteen-year-old Joan's home is under threat from the Nazi's terrifying nightly air-raids. It is not 
an easy time to be a teenager, especially with the sweet rationing, strict curfews and blackouts. Joan and best friend 
Doreen love going to the cinema until the bombings intensify and then even that becomes too dangerous, especially 
when an army deserter is found lurking near their home. Who is he and why does he think Joan can help him? As the 
Blitz worsens, Joan and her friends make a discovery that will tear the whole community apart...

D) Three young war-time evacuees’ lives get so tangled up with the people they've come to live among that the war 
and their real families seem to belong to another world. Carrie, Nick and Albert are billeted in Druid’s Bottom, Wales, 
with old Mr Evans, and his sister, Lou, who suddenly starts having secrets. Gradually they begin to feel more at ease 
in their war-time home, but then, in trying to heal family rifts, and save Druid's Bottom, Carrie does a terrible thing 
which is to haunt her for years to come. 

E) Suppose your country began to change. Suppose that without your noticing, it became dangerous for some 
people to live in Germany any longer. Suppose you found, to your complete surprise, that your own father was one 
of those people. One day, Anna’s father was missing. Then she herself and her brother Max were being rushed by 
their mother, in alarming secrecy, away from everything they knew – home and schoolmates and well-loved toys –
right out of Germany…



F) England is at war. Growing up in a lighthouse, Pet's world has been one of storms, secret tunnels and stories about 
sea monsters. But now the clifftops are a terrifying battleground, and her family is torn apart. This is the story of a 
girl who is small, afraid and unnoticed. A girl who freezes with fear at the enemy planes ripping through the skies 
overhead. A girl who is somehow destined to become part of the strange, ancient legend of the Daughters of Stone 
...

G) Bruno doesn't like his new house. He had to leave all his friends behind in Berlin, and there are no children to play 
with here - until Bruno meets Shmuel, a boy who lives on the other side of the wire fence near Bruno's house, and 
who wears a strange uniform of striped pyjamas.

H) February, 1941. After months of bombing raids in London, twelve-year-old Olive Bradshaw and her little brother 
Cliff are evacuated to the Devon coast. The only person with two spare beds is Mr Ephraim, the local lighthouse 
keeper. But he's not used to company and he certainly doesn't want any evacuees. Desperate to be helpful, Olive 
becomes his post-girl, carrying secret messages (as she likes to think of the letters) to the villagers. But Olive has a 
secret of her own. Her older sister Sukie went missing in an air raid, and she's desperate to discover what happened 
to her. And then she finds a strange coded note which seems to link Sukie to Devon, and to something dark and 

impossibly dangerous.

I) She watches as the streets of her small German town fill with soldiers. One day she sees a little boy escaping from 
the back of a truck, only to be captured by the mayor and shoved back into it. Rose follows the truck to a desolate 
place out of town, where she discovers many other children, staring hungrily from behind an electric barbed wire 
fence. She starts bringing the children food, instinctively sensing the need for secrecy, even with her mother. Until 
the tide of the war turns and soldiers in different uniforms stream in from the East, and Rose and the imprisoned 
children disappear for ever . . .

J) Young Willie Beech is evacuated to the country as Britain stands on the brink of the Second World War. A sad, 
deprived child, he slowly begins to flourish under the care of old Tom Oakley - but his new-found happiness is 
shattered by a summons from his mother back in London



K) It is late August 1939: Britain is on the brink of war, and preparations are under way to evacuate London's 
children to the countryside. When twelve-year-old Tilly and her best friend Rosy find out that they will not be able 
to take their beloved dog and cat with them - and that, even worse, their pets will, along with countless other 
animals, be taken to the vet to be put down - they decide to take action.

L) When Lenny's father goes to fight in the Second World War he gives his son a brass badge with two animals 
engraved on it: a lion for bravery and a unicorn for courage. Then, Lenny himself must go away, evacuated from his 
home and family to escape the bombing. Staying in a strange new place, Lenny gathers all his lion bravery, all his 
unicorn courage, and discovers that magic can happen, even in the most desperate of times.

M) As the Second World War begins, ten-year-old Shirley is sent away on a train with her schoolmates. She doesn't 
know where she's going, or what's going to happen to her when she gets there. All she has been told is that she's 
going on 'a little holiday'. Shirley is billeted in the country, with two boys from East End London, Kevin and Archie -
and their experiences living in the strange, half-empty Red House, with the mysterious and reclusive Mrs Waverley, 
will change their lives for ever.

N) A fascinating diary account of the Second World War, as seen through the eyes of a young girl. Flossie is just nine 
years old when, in 1939, Britain declares war on Germany and her father leaves the family home to join the army. 
Flossie is left to bring up her baby brother and to face a whole host of new experiences on her own. Her diary 
becomes an outlet for relaying all the news from at home and abroad. From the first evacuees arriving to her 
sweetheart's being killed in Normandy in 1944, Flossie has to endure much hardship. But her own special blend of 
courage, humour and fighting spirit sees her through to the Armistice, when she can welcome her dad home at last.

O) Evacuated from London, David and Tucky feel like the war is a long way away from their new life in the 
countryside. Then one night, the distant crump of bombing brings the war back to them and shatters their new-
found peace. When a German bomber crashes, the boys feel they should hate the airmen inside. But one of them 
saves David's life.
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