
 

 

 
ISSUE 1     /      July 2018 

News From 

YOUR GOVERNORS 

Bishop Carpenter  
CE Primary School 
Warriner Multi Academy Trust  

Our Governing Ethos: to Protect, Support & Nurture everyone involved in our School 

You may have seen the picture board in reception showing the staff and governors of 
the school.  The role of the staff is clear – but… 
 
Why do we have governors? Who are they?  
 
My goal, in these updates, is to answer these questions and provide you with a deeper 
insight into how our school is run, answer any questions that keep cropping up and 
provide some helpful information to support you as parents.  I am usually at drop off or 
pick up so please feel free to come and speak to me or to any of our other governors 
you may see at the school. 
 
May I take this opportunity to congratulate Mrs Stevenson and all of the staff on BCS’ 
Ofsted report – the result of a lot of hard work all year round.  If I do not get chance to 
speak to you before the summer break – I wish you  
and your family a very fun-filled and relaxing time. 
         
       Chair of Governors  

Sue Priest 

Welcome to the first of our 3-yearly BCS governor updates. 

Why do we have Governors? 
 
We must have a Governing Body by law. Governance is 
about overseeing the success of the school. It is about 
agreeing priorities and monitoring progress towards them. 
 
It is a strategic function not an operational one. It is not about 
running or managing the school – that is the job of the Head 
Teacher and senior staff.  
 
Governance is about providing constructive support and 
challenge to the school’s leaders to enable them to do their 
job to the best of their ability.  
The Government and Ofsted have high expectations of us to: 

 set the vision and ethos 

 establish strategic direction 

 promote high standards of educational achievement 

 appoint the Head Teacher and hold them to account for 
the performance of students and staff 

 oversee the financial performance of the school, making 
sure money is well spent 

At BCS we have the support of the Warriner MAT – including 
clerking and processes – more on the MAT in my next update. 
 
Our Approach 
 
Since taking the Chair, I have asked our other governors what 
they think we could do differently to be the best we can be in 
this role. We have decided we want to protect, support and 
nurture those in the school and help each and every one of 
them to thrive; this includes children, staff and supporters. We 
want to recognise and celebrate success as well as scrutinise 
educational and financial results. We will focus on developing 
this nurturing ethos in the terms ahead. 

FAQ 
 
Q: Where can I find out about policies such as 
the behaviour policy?  
A: The Bishop Carpenter school website contains 
policies under: Information/documents and 
policies 
 
Q: I have an issue with something and want to 
speak to the right person – who would that be? 
A: Class or pupil related questions should be 
directed towards your class teacher.  Other 
operational issues (that relate to how the school 
is run) should be directed to the Head teacher, 
Mrs Stevenson. If you are not happy, Mrs 
Stevenson operates an “open door” policy and 
you can approach her – she is very friendly! 
 
Q: I have an issue that the Head teacher cannot 
resolve – who should I speak to? 
A: It is likely that Mrs Stevenson will find 
solutions to problems, however if you want to 
raise something to the Governing Body you can 
email the Clerk contact below. 
 
Q: How do I volunteer as a governor? 
A: In January 2019 we will need another 
governor – to put your name forward please 
email the clerk contact below for more 
information. 
 
WMAT clerk contact: 
c.musgrove@warriner.oxon.sch.uk 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am Ronald Hawkes, the Vicar of the parish of Broughton with 
North Newington. 
 
I am originally a southerner - a Man of Kent - born in Margate, 
and have had a career as a teacher in both Junior and 
Secondary schools, as well as a Vicar in various parts of the 
country. 
 
I have been a school governor for nearly 30 years, and have 
been Chair of Governors for a school that went through an 
Ofsted inspection. 
 
My main role at Bishop Carpenter is with the SIAMS 
Committee that oversees the religious, moral and ethos part of 

governance. I go into school most weeks at least once, and 
enjoy working with the Worship Group to plan services. 
 
The photograph was taken in Spain and the drink is apple juice 
(NOT). 

Who Are Our Governors? 
 
Our governors are a mixture of parents, the Head teacher, other teachers and staff, our own Reverend Ronald 
and members of the local community. We all meet 6 times a year plus extras for certain functions such as 
training and safeguarding.  I have included pictures of my fellow governors below and more detail on a few of 
them afterwards.  I will add details of the other governors in future updates. 

 Staff Governors: Mrs Stevenson (Head), Mrs Peverill (Class 3 teacher)   

 Chair of Governors – Sue Priest (Director Appointed) 

 Reverend Ronald Hawkes 

 Chair of Finance, Premises, Health & Safety – Mark Wilkins (appointed by Oxford Diocesan Board of 

Education; ODBE) 

 Chair of Curriculum & Data Committee –Michelle Jarvis (parent-appointed) 

 Other Governors appointed by parents: Simon James  

 Other ODBE Appointed Governors: John Tasker, Mary Bentley, Chris Hutchins, Luci Jordan 

 

Reverend Ronald Hawkes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Michelle Jarvis 

 

Luci Jordan I live in the village, actually at the end of School Lane. I have lived here for over 
10 years and was in the hospitality industry for many years.  
 
My partner and I are now retired, early I might add! I have been a Governor at 
BCS for over 7 years and thoroughly enjoy supporting Mrs Stevenson and her 
team of brilliant teachers and TA’s. 
 
I am on the SIAMS and Finance sub-committees and help out at School where 
ever I can.  (SIAMS = Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist Schools.) 
 
Having no children of my own I enjoy the company of all the children at BCS and 
learn much from them as well as supporting their education which is the main 
reason for becoming a Governor. 
 

I’m the mum of two children at the school; Florence and Isabelle in Y3.  
 
My professional background is in business and project management in software and 
consultancy.  I founded ScienceClubz in 2015, which ran after-school science at 
BCS, and ten other Primary schools. I still help the school with science workshop 
materials and science day. 
 
My governor focus has been on Curriculum and Data which involves scrutinising 
measures of reading, writing and maths. Now, as Chair I am keen to harness the 
considerable talents and experience of my fellow Governors.  
 
Together we are building a shared vision of how we want to help Mrs Stevenson and 

her team to make BCS even better for our children. 

 

 

Chris Hutchins 

 

I am mum to Connor (Class 3) and Niamh (Class 2) and am a Parent 
Governor and Vice-Chair. I sit on the Curriculum and Data group and am 
the lead SEN (Special Educational Needs) Governor. 
  
People often ask me why I became a Governor and those people that know 
me know that I like to be involved as much as I can in everything School 
related.  
 
I can be very quick to criticise (as many of us can be) but recognise that I 
can also be responsible for attempting to make a change and that is 
predominantly the main reason I did it. In short – I believe in the School and 
want it to be the best it can be.  
 
Outside of school life I work part time as a Principal Enforcement Officer for 
Planning at South Northants District Council.  I am also the joint Chair of my 

husband/sons /daughters/ football club social committee. 

With best wishes to all in Yr 6 as they start their new adventures in September! 

 

 

Sue Priest 

 

Hi, I am Chris Hutchins, I am one of the school Governors, and I have been 
for just over a year now.  
 
My aim is to support the school in being the best it can be every day.  
 
I also have one child at the school and another due to start in September.  

 


