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News From 

YOUR GOVERNORS 

Bishop Carpenter  
CE Primary School 
Warriner Multi Academy Trust  

Our Governing Ethos: to Protect, Support & Nurture everyone involved in our School 

My aim, in these 3-yearly updates, is to share what we do to oversee the strategic 
aspects of the school. I am usually at drop off or pick up so please feel free to come 
and speak to me or to any of our other Governors you may see at the school. 
 

May I take this opportunity to say thank you to our outgoing Governors for their time  
and dedication over the years; Simon, Mary, John and Mark. Welcome to our three  
new Governors, Miriam, James and Julian. Thank you to those who continue to serve, 
with all the time and effort it entails and to our Head teacher, staff & FoBCS for their  
amazing efforts in the run up to Christmas – so many festivities.   

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and yours. 
         
                                Sue Priest, Chair of Governors 

Season’s Greetings  

Who Are Our Governors? 
 
We all meet 6 times a year plus extras for school monitoring visits, training and safeguarding.  I have 
included pictures of my fellow governors below and more detail on a few of them afterwards.  There is more 
information about your governors in our previous update on the BCS website. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Why do we have Governors? 
 
We must have a Governing Body by law. 
Governance is about overseeing the success of 
the school. It is about agreeing priorities and 
monitoring progress towards them. 
 
It is a strategic function not an operational one. It 
is not about running or managing the school – that 
is the job of the Head Teacher and senior staff.  
 
Governance is about providing constructive 
support and challenge to the school’s leaders to 
enable them to do their job to the best of their 
ability. The Government and Ofsted have high 
expectations of us to: 

 set the vision and ethos 

 establish strategic direction 

 promote high standards of educational 
achievement 

 appoint the Head Teacher and hold them to 
account for the performance of students and 
staff 

 oversee the financial performance of the 
school, making sure money is well spent 

I have become a governor because Rev Hawkes 
asked me to do so and it seemed like the right 
thing to do. 
 

In my off-farm work I enjoy developing strategies 
and organising events that bring `people together, 
and will contribute to the life of the school in any 
way I can. 
 

The Benefits of having Friends 
 
Some small village primary schools are at risk of 
dwindling resources and numbers. But Bishop 
Carpenter is part of a network of support that 
gives us strength and resources beyond our 
size. I want to share some of this with you. 
 
You may already know that Bishop Carpenter is 
part of the Warriner Multi Academy Trust, and 
benefits in many ways from that, but we are also 
one of the Partnership of Warriner feeder 
schools as well as having strong ties with the 
Oxford Diocese and Broughton Castle. 
 
As a member of the Warriner MAT and the 
Partnership, our school is able to share and 
receive best practise, courses and peer review. 
This raises the standard of delivery and scrutiny 
of our teaching which directly benefits our 
children. Our MAT relationship also enables us 
to have lower costs due to the buyer power that 
the MAT central services provides and access to 
high quality clerking and courses to ensure we 
keep our Governance well run and documented. 
Our relationship with the Church gives us our 
wonderful Reverend Ronald Hawkes as well 
very high quality reviews, scrutiny and help with 
the appraisal of our Head Teacher.  Our 
relationship with Broughton Castle has enabled 
us to use their Church and also Grounds for 
special occasions.  
 
All of the Governors are asked to attend winter 
training events at the Warriner where they meet 
with those from other MAT schools including 
Bishop Loveday, Sibford Gower and Hornton. As 
Chair I also meet with Warriner Partnership 
Governor Chairs from Bloxham Primary, 
Christopher Rawlins Primary, Deddington, Dr 
Radcliffe’s, Hornton, Shenington, Sibford Gower 
and Wroxton Primary School.  We share ideas 
to help all of our schools to be the best they can 
be. 
 
In the past year I have been impressed with how 
schools like BCS are able to reach out and find 
ways to help each other – long may it continue. 

James Taylor 

I live and work on a 
traditional mixed-
farm locally.  
 

I enjoy hosting 
school visits and 
farm clubs, and 
helping connect 
people to the 
natural world, from 
lambing to 
beekeeping and 
harvest. 
 
 

 

Our Governing Ethos: to Protect, Support & Nurture everyone involved in our School 



FAQ 
 
Q: Where can I find out about policies such 
as the behaviour policy?  
A: The Bishop Carpenter school website 
contains policies under: 
Information/documents and policies 
 
Q: I have an issue with something and 
want to speak to the right person – who 
would that be? 
A: It depends on the issue: 

 Class or pupil related questions 
should be directed towards your class 
teacher 

 Other operational issues (that relate 
to how the school is run) should be 
directed to the Head teacher, Mrs 
Stevenson who has an “open door” 
policy.  

 If you want to escalate an issue or 
make a formal complaint, you should 
email the Clerk – address below. 

 
Q: How do I volunteer as a governor? 
A: To put your name forward please email 
the clerk contact Catherine Musgrove 
below for more information. 
 
WMAT clerk contact: 
c.musgrove@warriner.oxon.sch.uk 
 
 

I have been at Bishop Carpenter for two years now after teaching 

at Christopher Rawlins Primary, in Adderbury, for 18 years. 

In my previous job I was teacher Governor and led our team 

through the SIAMs inspection.  This experience allowed me to 

learn more about the school and see beyond the classroom to the 

wider impact of RE and collective worship.  It taught me more 

about the running of the school and gave me insight and a voice in 

the changes the governors facilitated. 

I am proud to be part of a governing body at BCS which has a 

drive to make the school the best it can be for the whole 

community with the children at its heart. 

I am delighted to be part of such a lovely school, to have the 

opportunity to share in my children’s education and to bring art, 

creative RE, swooshy dresses and sparkly shoes to a new 

generation of children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Face to Face Sessions 

Well Done to Mrs Davies on her best in class Health and Safety Assessment  

Ruth Peverill 

 

Chris Hutchins has suggested we hold 3 face to 

face Governor sessions during the coming year, 

with different governors at each session.  

We will ask you to register beforehand so we 

know if anyone is coming, and each session will 

be around a particular aspect of Governance – for 

example how we scrutinise our pupils’ 

achievement data.  

These sessions are intended to give you the 

opportunity to meet us in an informal way when 

there is less time pressure than the morning or 

afternoon school run! 



 

 

With best wishes to you all for a peaceful Christmas and Happy New Year 

Reverend Ronald Hawkes 

Hello, I'm Miriam. 
 
I live in the village and am currently studying for a 
degree in Childhood Studies. 
 
I have a background in education working as a TA 
and behaviour management assistant in Primary 
schools in this country and as an ESL teacher in 
Thailand. 
 
I am passionate about nurturing children's 
development and hope to help support the school 
and Governors’ team to deliver a high standard of 
education for all pupils at Bishops Carpenter School. 
 

 I am Ronald Hawkes, the Vicar of the 

parish of Broughton with North 

Newington.  

I am a Man of Kent, and have had a 

career as a teacher in both Junior and 

Secondary schools, as well as a Vicar in 

various parts of the country.  

I have been a school governor for nearly 

30 years, and Chair of Governors for a 

school going through an Ofsted.  

My main role at Bishop Carpenter is in 

leading Assemblies, taking in Godly Play 

presentations, and as part of the SIAMS 

Committee that oversees the religious, 

moral and ethos part of governance.  

I go into school most weeks at least 

once, and enjoy working with the Worship 

Group to plan services. 

It is most encouraging that the children 

now work very thoughtfully and often 

independently to plan the worship 

services in the school.  

We are also in the throes of developing 

BeSpace a diocesan initiative to 

encourage prayer.     

Julian Woodward 

Our third new Governor is Julian Woodward who 

you may well recognise. Julian is a Parent 

appointed Governor and - as with many of our 

Governors, has children at Bishop Carpenter. 

Miriam Ager 


