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Bishop Carpenter CE (VA) Primary School 

Curriculum Policy 

   (To be reviewed by the Governing body..March 2018) 

 
Introduction  
The curriculum covers all the planned activities that we organise in order to promote learning and 
personal growth and development. It includes not only the formal requirements of the National 
Curriculum and of the agreed syllabus for Religious Education, but also the range of extra-curricular 
activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experiences of the children. It also includes the 
‘hidden curriculum’, or what the children learn from the way they are treated and expected to behave. 
We aim to teach children how to grow into competent, confident and caring learners, who can work and 
co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they achieve their true potential. 

National Curriculum 

The National Curriculum gives clear guidance about the statutory entitlement to learning for all pupils 
and ensures they have the opportunity to succeed, whatever their individual needs or the potential 
barriers to their learning may be.  

The curriculum determines the content of what will be taught, sets attainment targets for learning, 
determines how performance is assessed and reported and provides a core of knowledge and cultural 
experience and ensures that pupils develop from an early age the essential literacy and mathematical 
skills they need to learn; are provided with a guaranteed, full and rounded entitlement to learning; and 
foster their creativity. 

Religious Education is not a National Curriculum subject but is taught according to the locally agreed 
syllabus which reflects the religious traditions represented in Great Britain.  

The core subjects are, English, Mathematics and Science 

The Non-Core Foundation Subjects are: Computing, Design and Technology, History, Geography, Art 
and Design, Music, and Physical Education. 

Creative Curriculum  

 
The majority of the curriculum will be taught in a holistic and creative way, following the Cornerstones 
philosophy which condenses the learning process down to its fundamental parts by engaging 
children in purposeful and contextualised learning experiences; in and outside the classroom, making 
best use of partners, experts and the community to provide the stimulus to learn, then developing  
knowledge, understanding, key and subject skills required to progress their learning through 
quality differentiation, focused learning tasks and experiences and then giving them the 
opportunity to  innovate by applying their knowledge, skills and understanding through a 
challenging provocation, using their own and negotiated ideas and finally providing 
opportunities for them to express  and evaluate their knowledge, understanding and skills, as 
outcomes of the learning in different memorable forms including using a variety of media and 
technology. 
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Some subject areas do not lend themselves readily to the creative curriculum and may be taught in 
isolation. The majority of the mathematics, RE and PE curriculums, for example, are taught separately, 
 
Monitoring and Review 
 
The effectiveness of our curriculum is monitored through discussion with children, parents and teachers; 
verbal and written evaluations from pupils; questionnaires, observations of lessons, learning walks, 
scrutiny of children’s work and by the analysis of attainment and progress data.  The curriculum is also 
scrutinised by the WMAT. 
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